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By CARIN RUBENSTEIN

SCARSDALE

RMER rabbl, retired estreprensur

and father of two grown daoghters,

Bruce Freyer locks every inch the
well-to-do Scarsdale grandiather.

But that hasn't kept Mr, Freyer, 67, from
pursuing his pet missien of regrecaing Al-
ghanistan, ome crchard at a time. He and his
thﬂu:mw-lmmdﬁsﬂﬂwmmn-

for Afghanistan, say thelr
mﬂhmhﬂpmmm
orchards, vineyanrds and forésts 5o thit they
can become seif-suifichnt and mot Bave fo
rely on poppy-growing for the drag trade.
(To learn more abour the organization, see
ERlworg.)

If that ambition séems ideallstic in a pro-
foundly damaged, remabe couniry almost
the size of Texas, consider the Frevers' mo-
tivation: momories of 40 Years ago, when
M= Freyer first became imvalved with the
caigniry, &s an assistant 1o the Alghin repre-
senvtative {othe United Nations.

Parts of Afghanistan thes “were fertile,
very green and lush,” Me Freper necalled.
“Everybody was well fed and had enoogh to
eat. The bables were fat, and the children
were chubly.”

Today's Afghanistan, sald her hosband,
who hagisiied thres limes since the project
started, has no remadning electrical grid, no
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postal service, no land-line telephones, oo
sewers and no water system. The effects of
the Soviet occopation in the 1880°s and the
American imraskm four yedrs age — added
to a long period of drought — have left hard-
Iy any trees standing.

“With the deforesiation and the drought
simation, trees become a very important
part of & national development strategy for

. smid Patricis Roseaifeld, an
emvironmsental sconpmist with-the Carmegie

who is familiar with the par-
nership’s wark,

Ms. Froyer explaloed that trees from the
CMIRIrY'e many poplar forests wers once
used 1o bufld the ceiling beams, doors and
window frames of most hinses, “Afghani-
stan used to be kngwn as the orchand of Cen-
tral Asla” she sald, adding: “Kabul was a
city of gardens and trees, but ii"s a dost bowl
norw. Everyone & walking around cough-

The Freyers insogurated thelr group in
201 on 2 small scale, but that hag begun to
chonge. Last month Senator Hillary Rod-
ham Clinten anmounced the meuguration of
the New m‘ntfnhwm 151- far a Green Af-
ghankstan. e Westchester-hased
Eroap at its organiraticnal heary, it s m oon-
sist of the State University of MNew York;
Cornell - University College of Agriculiure
imd Life Selemces; Anverican Fooesis, 4 non-
profit conservation agescy; and Interma-
tional Paper.

The Fresers” love affair with Afghani-

fully blossomed during & sx-week driving
trip im 147% Thelr 27.000-mile voyage in a
powderblse Volkswagen Bﬂ: when be-
gan in Wolfsburg, Germany, and ended nine
mamhs Eter in Katmandu, Mepal.

“We had many Afghan friends {rom thess
days, and they came here as refugees ™ said
M. Frayer, 60, now a partner speclalizing in
imtemnational arbilration at Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom In Manhattan.

“{Onver the 28 years of war, we shared thelr
pain, and hardly dared to dream that they
would be able to po back,™ she mdded.

Last yuar, the Global Partnershiip il
68 farmers n the Gubdsrs Distréct, abowt 30
milles porth of Kabal, to plant 50 froit sap-
linge each, inchuding apples, pears, peaches
and plume, Each farmer took out a loan of
§12% for the treds, 9 be pald back over four
years: the money will go (o by more rees
in the future.

The Eroup ateo tatgghtl farmers 10 iNEr-
crop — or plant tomatoes, wheat and pota=
1065 betwetn the trées — 50 that they will
have income daring the two 1o thres yenars it
will take for the trees (g bear fruft.

The parinership’'s budget i 2004 was
about $216.000; that amount will indrease
thiz year to about $3%50, 000, according 1o Mr,
Frever, The expansion annpunced by Sena-
tor Clinton will mean added moncy, be sabd,
EhDugh it is 0t Yol Clear haw muche

“A licthe bit of money poes 5o far there,”
M. Freyer said,

Althcugh most farmers in the original
project area did not grow poppees, she add-

od, many of those farther from Kabal have

begun to rely oo them. The partnership
pling to moe 000 thode arkad @0 that farm-
eTE can substitate highly waled orchands
and frees — which evenneally should pro-
vide i commensurats source of income

Memnwhile, she said, although the Ameri-
can povernment is providing (nfrestrocture
aid, much mofe Whg-term assistance is
needed for farmers whose crops will mot
wield irmmediate prolits. “1t will take & lbag
tme for the country o rebulid," she added,
ML VAU Fing 10 guess |usi how loag.

T spieed up hareesting of poplars — Af-
ghan varieties Lake nearly o decade 1 ma-
ture — the partnership imporred 45 (aster-
growing poplar cuttings from Oregon, with
the hedp of 8 Viencouver forester, Géorge
Mercessian.

The growp wil plooe 10,000 poplar cuttings
in 2005 amd help another 70 o 80 farmers
plant a otal of about 4,000 fruic orees, ns wel
as belping the origingl group plant 3,500 pew
trees, Ms. Frever said,

The newly anmanced cxpansion will af-
ford the group an extea 10,000 donated wil-
low trees, ns well a2 the sdvice of agricul-
tural experts st SUNY and Cornell

=“From April to October, the poplars gres
from pencil-sized cuttings w0 10-foos-call sap-
Hngs,” Mr. Mercesshan sndd,

"What is uniqgtie & the enthusinsm of the
Freyers, that's what | really admlre™ he
conclafyal. “They have no linancial bemafit
from chis, it"s purely humanitarion and phil-
anthropic ™



